
QIC Weekly  Week ending: 9th September 2016 

 

 
A message from Acting Principal / Founder  - Karen Williams 

 
Being a great parent is not about what you give a child in lifestyle. The secret is to create a closer 

connection with your child. 

Simply telling your child often that you love them is not enough. We need to put our love into action 

every day for them to feel it, and the interesting thing is that when we do, our children need a lot 

less discipline. 

Making connection with our child has to be our highest priority. Pay careful attention to what goes 

on between each other, seeing things from our child's point of view, and always remembering that 

this child who sometimes may drive us a little bit crazy is still that precious baby who is just going 

through those developmental milestones of making sense of this world and who they (and others) 

are. 

By truly being present with our child, listening to them, paying attention, spending time with them, 

appreciating those moments of connection, we often find that it energises us and makes us feel 

more alive. Ninety percent of people on their deathbed say that their biggest regret is that they 

didn't get closer to the people in their lives. And almost all parents whose children are grown say 

they wish they had spent more time with their kids. 

Like any relationship, yours with your child needs positive attention to thrive. To a child, attention 

equals love, and anything you attend to in a positive way flourishes.  

The closeness of the parent-child connection throughout life results from how much parents connect 

with their babies, right from the beginning.  

Good parent-ŎƘƛƭŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ 

does. As children get older we need to build on that natural bond, or the challenges of modern life 

can impact on it negatively. Children naturally love their parents. To keep our connection strong, we 

need to treat our relationship as the precious thing it is. 

¢ƛƳŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

spending chunks of regular time together that develops that bond of closeness. In your relationship, 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 

spend all your time at work (or on your phone) and they spend all their time with friends. So as hard 

as it is with the pressures of job and daily life, if you want a better relationship with your child, you 

have to free up the time to make that happen. 

Trust begins in infancy, when your baby learns whether they can depend on you to pick them up 

when they need you. By the time babies are a year old, you can assess whether your baby is 

άǎŜŎǳǊŜƭȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘέ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ǘǊǳǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

depended on to meet their emotional and physical needs. 
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As they get older, we earƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎΥ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻƴ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΣ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ 

a secret and picking them up on time. Trust is developed by not giving up on your child, no matter 

what they do and never walking away from the relationship in frustration, because you trust that 

you will find a way to work things out. 

Children form their identity and view of themselves and the world every day. They need 

encouragement from you to see themselves as someone who is good and who is capable of good 

things. They need to know you're on their side. If most of what you say is correction or criticism, 

they won't feel good about themselves, and they won't feel like you're on their side. Then you lose 

your only leverage with them, as they lose the feeling that they have an adult who thinks the world 

of them. 

Respect needs to be mutual. You must still set limits, but if you do it respectfully and with empathy, 

your child learns how to treat others with respect and to expect to be treated respectfully 

themselves. 

Every interaction creates your relationship. Grocery shopping, driving in the car and bath time 

ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ [ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ 

interactions that get on your nerves to observe how you can handle them differently. 

[ƛǎǘŜƴΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōǳǎȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 

ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ 

and teach your child, and they learn that yoǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎΦ 

²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀŎǘǎ ƻǳǘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴϥǘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ ƛǘϥǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΥ 

their mixed up feelings, their difficulty controlling themselves, their growing (yet immature) ability to 

understand and express their emotions. Taking it personally wounds you, which leads to either 

closing off, or lashing out, or both. This just worsens a difficult situation for everyone. Instead think 

through how to respond calmly and constructively. 

Children do need our guidance, but punishing your child continually erodes your relationship, which 

ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƳƛǎōŜƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜΦ LŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ȅƻǳΣ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ 

work it through positively. Choosing to withdraw (except temporarily, strategically) when your child 

seems intent on driving you away is ALWAYS a mistake. Every difficulty is an opportunity to get 

closer or create distance. 

Children talk when something is happening for them, particularly if you've proven yourself to be a 

good listener, but not overly attached to their opening up to you. Being on hand when they come 

home is a great way to hear the highlights of the day with younger children, and even, often, with 

older ones. With older kids, simply being in the same room doing something can create the 

opportunity for interaction.  

So focus on how to improve and create a great relationship with your child, and you will be surprised 

what an amazing difference it can make to the whole family. It is well worth the effort.  
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Starlab 
On Thursday Starlab visited the school to 

educate years 1/2 and 5/6. Starlab 

Cosmodone Theatre is dome theatre 

projecting shows that surround the students 

providing a 3D effect. Inside, students can 

discover more about space and our solar 

system. 

1/2 watched The Secret of the Cardboard 

Rocket. They began with the night sky ς 

sunrise, sunset, what is in the day sky and 

what is in the night sky. Then they blasted off 

in a rocket through the solar system 

exploring the planets. 

5/6 watched Oasis in Space ς they looked at 

the night sky and planets of our solar system 

and contemplated whether they could 

survive on other planets in space.  

 

Prep S – Miss Smith 
 
On Thursday, we were lucky enough to have 5/6K visit our 

classroom to help us make our wind ornaments. It was 

very exciting to have 'buddies'. Once we were finished 

making our wind ornaments, we showed our new friends 

our favourite activities and books in the classroom. We 

can't wait for you to come back 5/6K! Now to test our 

'weather proof' wind ornaments at home... 

 

Prep W – Mrs Williams 
 
In Prep W this week, we have been scientists again. 

We reflected on all the things we learned about, 

such as materials and how they change in water or 

move in the wind, and then used that knowledge 

to design a wind ornament. We knew it couldn't be 

made out of paper or cardboard, because if it rains 

it will be ruined. Our Year 7/8 friends came in to 

our class to help us tie all our materials to our wind ornament, which now look amazing! 
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1/2 F – Miss February 
 
This term in English we have been focusing 

on poetry. Here are some poems we have 

written. 

Authors: Noy, T.J, Gemma, Tyla and Sol 

 

 

 

 
 
 

1/2 H – Mrs Hoatson 
 
This week in Share Time 
the students have been 
sharing with the class a 
skill that a family 
member or friend has 
taught them. The 
students then had the 
opportunity to teach the 
class their skill. This 
Share Time opened up a 
discussion about how 
some of us are better at 
some things than others, 
but that we are all good 
at something. It has 
been wonderful to hear 
the encouragement 
from the students when 
their friends are 
struggling, this teaches 
students resiliency and 
how a strong support 
system is important for 
growth.  
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1/2 L – Miss Layton 
 
The last two weeks in 1/2 L we have been studying nouns, verbs and adjectives. We have been using 

our knowledge to create Diamante Poems about all the different things that we love. We have 

created poems about dragons, Minecraft, friends and the weather. It has been amazing to see how 

creative we are and all of the different things that our classmates are interested in. We have also 

been practising our expression and fluency when reading poems to an audience. We are so proud of 

what we can do when we get creative!  

1/2 R – Miss Ravell 
 
This week was an exciting week! We had a lot of fun at the Starlab incursion. It was interesting 
learning about all of the planets in our solar system. Our class also got to lead assembly. It was 
exciting to share our diamante poems with the school.  
 

3/4 N – Mr Nuttall 
 
This week in 3/4N, students analysed a range of 
historical sources in order to form an opinion on 
whether or not Captain Cook should be 
remembered as a hero. Here are some of their 
ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎΧ 
 
άCaptain Cook was a hero because he saved lives 
and kept his crew safe and fed.έ - Jai Emery. 
 
άCaptain Cook was a hero and a villain because he caused disease and he was nice to his crewέ. - Liel 
Grau 
 
άIn my opinion Captain Cook was a villain because he killed the Maori chief.έ - Atticus Baker 
 
άCaptain Cook was a hero because ƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦέ 
- Akaesha Liggieri 
 

3/4 S – Miss Slatter 
 
This week 3/4S have been revising the topic of money in maths. The students have been practicing 

adding up prices and giving change. These skills will be put to the test in the next few lessons as 

student participate in a maths investigation involving shopping. Currently students are busy working 

in pairs creating items that can be sold at their shop. There are many creative items being made with 

students working hard to ensure they have unique items to make their shop stand out from the 

others. 
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4/5 D – Miss Deane 
 
This week we continued to have lots of fun in Class 4/5D. 

We are really looking forward to our Pizza Project to 

ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ ŦǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǳƴƛǘΣ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

so much fun! In science, we did an experiment on gases. 

We learned that air actually does take up space, and that 

gases spread and float away, while liquid just pours out. 

Our favourite 

part of this 

experiment 

was when we 

got to chuck the water balloons off the balcony! :p We 

have started writing a story in English, and have 

continued to have a lot of mad minute graduates this 

week - congratulations to all!  

 

 

 
 

5/6 K – Miss Kriz 
 
As we sprint towards the end of the term, 5/6K are busy completing assessments and consolidating 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

designs, exploring colonial settlements around Brisbane and how they affected the traditional 

owners and the environment, and have reviewed our knowledge of global geography (continents, 

oceans, countries and their capital cities). The students have explored media texts and feature 

articles and were challenged to role play as investigative reporters. They were given a one hour 

deadline to write a feature article about a brazen robbery at Myer, using only the limited notes they 

had taken. Our focus now turns to new topics for next term: electricity, advertising, poetry and 

Australian federation. 

 

7/8 S – Mr Spowart 
 
άOn Thursday the 8th 7/8S helped Prep W make an array of fantastic windchimes. Each chime was as 

stunningly beautiful, original and fantastically wonderful as each memer of 7/8S and Prep W. I believe 

it was Reginald Perrin who once said, άI  didnΩt get where I am today by not making fantastically 

wonderful windchimes.έ. In other news, the entire class anxiously awaits with bated breath and more 

than a touch of anticipation for the immenent arrival of technology, which will blast us into the 21st 

Century.έ ς Emmanuel, Max and Kylie 
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Art – Mrs Kelly 
 

Well done to all our students who 

worked patiently through the 

windy weather we have 

experienced this week, and in the 

meantime 5 /6 K have been 

steadily working on their Roy 

Lichtenstein inspired self-

portraits. We are sketching our 

portrait, primarily working with 

shape rather than realism, and 

then enlarging the drawing to A2 

size. The enlargement phase has 

begun for some students which 

means they can then move onto 

the colouring and embellishment.  

During the September school holidays, I will be taking a short trip to Berkeley, 

California to complete a self-funded 4 day Internship with Mona Brookes of the 

MonArt Art School. I am lucky enough to have been selected as one of only 12 

students Ms Brookes takes per year to complete the Internship. Ms Brookes is a 

well-ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{!Σ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪ Ψ5ǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƛƭƭǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 

my students. Have an artful week. Mrs Kelly 

 

Sport/PE – Mr Kook 

Students have been pushing themselves to the fitness limit this 

week while undertaking the "Beep test". This test is designed to 

see how far students can move backwards and forwards over a 20 

metre distance. While doing this, they need to keep up with the 

beeping sound, which gets faster and faster. We have had 

some superb results from students who showed a strong sense of 

resilience by pushing themselves further than they thought 

possible. I am extremely proud of all the students who tried their 

very best. The students are hoping to set new goals and beat 

their score the next time we do 

the test. 
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Dance – Mr Kook 

4/5D has been working extremely hard during their dance lessons. They have a challenging and fast 

Hip Hop number that they are consistently improving upon and have not given up. With a mash up 

of music and styles, it is really testing how hard they can practice and perfect foundational Hip Hop 

skills. This will be a wonderful addition to the line-up of pieces presented at the "QIC Extravaganza" 

and the students should be very proud of their efforts so far. 

Music – Mrs Cross 

This week we have been busy playing a variety 

of instruments, singing and really focussing on 

understanding tempo (speed) and beat in 

music. The students have been really keen to 

develop their musical skills, and many students 

are asking to come and practice on the 

instruments during lunchtime. We even have 

some of the older students helping the younger 

ones with their instrumental parts for the 

Performance concert next term.  It's great to 

see how much the students are really enjoying music classes and the variety of instruments and styles of 

music they are being exposed to. 

 

Japanese – Sparks Sensei 

This week saw the arrival of Sparks Sensei. The students were thrilled to be learning Japanese again. 

Check out the Teacher Feature below to learn more about Sparks Sensei. 
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Important Dates 

Please note that the last day of Term 3 is Friday 16th 

September.   

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊƳ п ƛǎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ рth 

October. 

There will be no homework club for week 10. 

P&F News 

The P & F will be putting on a Free Sausage Sizzle next 
Friday 16th, last day of Term, to say thank you to all the 
children and staff for being so wonderful and helping raise 
funds for the school, we have had a great year so far. 
Please advise your teacher if you do not wish your child to 
participate in the sausage sizzle.  The sausages will be Beef 
Gluten Free on White Bread and we will have some 
Vegetarian Sausages available. 
 
2nd Hand Book Fair will be held in Term 4 - Date to be advised.   Please bring in all of your unwanted 
books (books only) these can be story books, picture books, comics, chapter books for children and 
adults. Great time over the holidays to go through all your books and see what you ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
need anymore. All money raised will go towards the school. 
 

New Staff/ Teacher Feature 

This week saw Sparks Sensei joining us at QIC. To get to know him a little better 

we asked him a few questions: 

Tell us a little about yourself. 
Hi there! IΩm Brendan Sparks and I am the new Japanese teacher. Up until 
recently I lived and worked in Japan. During my time there I established and 
operated two English schools and was part of a team that created a curriculum 
for students aged 2 years and over. 
 
Tell us a little bit about your family. 
My wife is Japanese and we have two wonderful children, Eddie (9) and Kayla (6). At home we 
communicate in both English and Japanese which is really cool and sometimes we mix between the 
two languages. 
 
Tell us something about yourself that would surprise us? 
I lived in Japan for 13 years, which is where I met my wife. 
 
What TV show/movie are you ashamed to admit you love? 
Survivor - itΩs crazy to see how people react under pressure, especially when they have been sleep 

and food deprived. 


